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SPRING GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday, March 30, 2022 @ 7:00pm (Virtual via Zoom)
Mark your calendar and plan to join the Historic Boston-Edison Association as we provide
important information related to our neighborhood, upcoming events, and updates from the
Board and special invited guests.
We will also share exciting news about the Association's 100 years, as we plan celebrations
for the Boston-Edison Historic Journey to 100 (1926-2026).
Meeting agenda, registration and Zoom meeting links coming soon.

Watch your email and the HBEA website
for the link to the Annual Membership Meeting!

President’s Letter | Can You Feel It?
Dear Neighbors,
Can you feel it? Can you feel it? I can. It’s time to celebrate the excitement of being a part of
history, living here in the historic Boston-Edison district and being a part of an Association
that is celebrating its 95th year. We are the oldest continuous neighborhood association in the
City of Detroit. As we continue to create that history, we have a lot of other history to
celebrate as well.
We will be celebrating it all throughout the year.

Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Mission Statement
The mission of the Historic
Boston-Edison Association is
to protect the historic
character and values of our
homes by:
• Offering programs that
support safety and
community beautification;
• Hosting events that
encourage a greater
community bond among
neighbors; and,
• Promoting culture and
civic engagement for
residents that live within
the District and beyond.

At our December Board meeting Aimee Argel, a nonprofit fund development professional,
who currently is the Senior Director of Individual Giving at Michigan State University shared
with us the importance of celebrating and some of the ways to do so. She says:
• Anniversaries are a means to celebrate longevity, share history and honor successes.
• The neighborhood and community experience is unique and becomes a bond that
draws people together.
• Build upon the 100th anniversary.
• Gives sense of urgency to celebrate a memorable anniversary year.
The ways to do this:

• Celebrations and events throughout the year to show history and significance.
• Build on the Associations legacy and established long-term funds through
fundraising efforts.
• Set goals for the Association to achieve that will be part of its celebration and legacy.
I wholeheartedly agree with her. Everything we do this year will focus on this legacy.
Our branded logo for this year that appears on the masthead of this newsletter will be seen
throughout the year. Read some of the events already in the planning this year as part of our
celebration, and stay informed on the events being planned by reading the What’s New
section on our website, special announcements in emails, the Boston-Edison Facebook Page
and other means of communications.
In paraphrasing the musical group Kool and The Gang that famously sang, “Celebration”
“This is your celebration…
Celebrate good times, come on!
There's a party goin' on right here
A celebration to last throughout the years
So, bring your good times and your laughter too
We gonna celebrate your party with you

Vision Statement
Our vision for the
Boston-Edison District is that it
remain a historic community
that is beautiful, inclusive, and
safe for neighbors and visitors.

Come on now, celebration
Let's all celebrate and have a good time
Celebration
We gonna celebrate and have a good time
It's time to come together
It's up to you, what's your pleasure?...
It's a celebration
Can you Feel It? Can you Feel it?
Come on and celebrate our 95th Anniversary as an Association, a rich history in our
117-year-old neighborhood.
Your Servant Leader,
Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Celebrate HBEA Boston-Edison Historic Journey to 100 Anniversary
Written by Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis, Membership
Committee Vice-Chair
It’s the Boston-Edison historic journey to 100
Anniversary of the Historic Boston-Edison
Association (HBEA) and we’re both excited
and proud to reach this significant milestone.
The 100th Anniversary traditionally is
represented by the diamond gemstone and
symbolizes cheerfulness, overwhelming joy,
prosperity, and unconquerable and enduring
qualities. That is most appropriate for HBEA.
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The Historic Boston-Edison Association is the
oldest continuous neighborhood association in
the city of Detroit, founded in 1926. We have so many reasons to celebrate and reflect on the
tremendous journey and accomplishments of this community. The HBEA has been the
backbone of the Boston-Edison community and has supported its residents with service, the
preservation of the beauty and historic character of homes, safety, and maintaining a strong
bond among neighbors. HBEA takes great pride in being the conduit for residents to
experience the best our community has to offer and further ensures everyone is engaged and
involved. Some of the benefits provided by the HBEA are:

• Holiday Decorations
• Security Patrol
• Spirit Week (Picnic, Ice-Cream Social, Movie Night)
This year, we want to focus our energy and efforts to make this an exceptional celebration and
continue to highlight why it is such a marvelous thing to be a resident of the Boston-Edison
community and member of the HBEA. We are so excited and will be organizing a number of
events this year and invite you to participate. Join any of the event planning committees or
volunteer the day of the event. Look for upcoming events in this newsletter, on our website or
special announcements emailed to you.
Also, consider becoming a dues-paying member of HBEA and continue to do so year after
year; tell a neighbor that HBEA is 95 Plus years old and invite them to become a dues-paying
member, if they are not.
Why join the HBEA? With your support the Association can:

• Put on events in the community throughout the year, from Concerts in Boston-Edison
to Halloween Costume Parade
• Complete clean-up initiatives and beautification projects like flower beds and median
maintenance
• Provide a quarterly newsletter covering all things Boston-Edison
Ensure the community remains safe for residents with safety programs and measures
As we celebrate this year, we see this as a bridge to our 100-year celebration in 2026. Look for
some ambitious goals that we know you will want to join in obtaining.
Now that we’ve shared this fantastic news of our Boston-Edison historic journey to 100
anniversary, the events and celebrations ahead, Can you Feel It, are you ready to join us to
show the world why we are the long-standing and most vibrant continuous neighborhood
association in the city of Detroit!? Let’s do it!

FINANCE CAN BE FUN!
Finance can be fun for those
who enjoy it. The Association is
looking for a neighbor or two
who will look at our chart of
accounts and help us revise
them as needed. The amount of
time needed for this task is
unknown at this time and will be
determined by the volunteer(s).
Additionally, we need a team to
perform our internal audit. Due
to COVID we are behind in doing
this, so we have several years to
go through. Usually this has
taken about two hours on a
weekend morning. No more than
three to five volunteers are
needed for this activity. More
hands, less work.
Please contact Katherine Allen at
kallen@historicbostonedison.org
.

Boston-Edison Historic Journey to 100 Anniversary Party, 2022
Volunteers and Donations Needed
Written by Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis, Membership Committee Vice-Chair
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JOIN THE TEAM:
BOSTON EDISON
HISTORIC JOURNEY TO
100 ANNIVERSARY RUN,
WALK OR STROLL
THROUGH
BOSTON-EDISON!
We are looking for team
members who LOVE jogging or
walking.
The Fund Development
Committee is exploring having a
5k run, a gentle walk, and a baby
stroll through Boston-Edison in
the Fall of 2022 as a fundraiser
and just to have just plain fun.
If you are interested in being on
the planning committee, or
being a volunteer for set up,
during the event, or clean up
please contact
info@historicbostonedison.org.
help!

The Boston-Edison historic journey to 100 Anniversary Party Steering Committee is planning
a memorable event this year. We are looking for volunteers to serve on any of the various
sub-committees, or to assist on the day of the event.
Sub-committees include the following:
• Entertainment (Helping to identify and manage entertainment for cocktail hour,
during dinner and dancing after dinner)
• Silent Auction (Helping to secure donated items from neighbors and others, setting
up and managing auction)
• Sponsorships (Seeking donations to support the party and activities of the
Association, developing sponsorship packet with Fund Development Committee,
and securing sponsorships and managing sponsorship activities)
• Decorating (Assisting in decorating for the party)
• Hosting (Greeting guests and handing out gifts)
• Guest Gift(s) (Helping to identify and order guest gifts)
• Marketing and PR (Working with graphic artist and PR Committee to ensure proper
PR and marketing for the event, which will include developing marketing and PR
plan with Steering Committee and PR Committee, writing copy, managing marketing
and PR for event, and developing event program publication).
Contact us at info@historicbostonedison.org

Block Club News | Chicago Lodgers Block Club
Written by Dianne Bostic Robinson, Chicago Lodgers Block Club President
The Chicago Lodgers Block Club had a very active year, starting
with participating in the Association’s Spring Clean-up and
mulching of the medians, continuing with an outside restaurant
dinner at Honest John’s, a summer picnic with great food,
games, and prizes, a Fall Alley Clean Up with breakfast and
lunch, and ending with its virtual Family Holiday Cheer and
Director Gift Delivery of Cookies and a Holiday Ornament. The
Holiday Cheer included a slideshow of neighbor-decorated
homes outside and inside and a scavenger hunt with prizes. Officers were elected in
December and a calendar of fun events will be planned for next year.

Be Part of the 2022 Holiday Home Tour Experience
Written by Deniera Davis, Holliday Home Tour Chair
Interested in showcasing your home for the Historic Boston-Edison 48th Annual Holiday
Home Tour? Sign up today as we join the Boston-Edison historic journey to 100 Celebration
this year.
If you would like to have your home considered for the Holiday Home Tour in Celebration of
our Boston-Edison historic journey to 100 Anniversary Celebration please let us know. Homes
to be considered will have visitors touring their homes in person following COVID
restrictions as they may exist at that time.
Join the Celebration of our Boston-Edison historic journey to 100 Year. Please send an email to
HHT@historicbostonedison.org

Halloween Costume Parade
Written by Cassi Meitl, Membership Committee Member
It was wonderful to see so many families in costumes for the Halloween Costume parade
around the neighborhood and at Gordon Park. At least 75 kids participated!
Thank you to Susan Harlow, Patricia Pickett, Helen Gales, Dianne Bostic Robinson, Kate St.
Germain, Becca Luckhardt, Dorothy, Pierre Haden, the Reed family, the Easthouse family,
Diane Adams, and Kelly Yu, for volunteering and donating treats for the goodie bags. Can't
wait for next year!

OUR STUDENTS

Mark La Mar

Congratulations Class of 2021!
A special well earned congratulations to the students of Boston-Edison. The following
students have progressed to higher level schools or earned a degree.
Eva Delaine Lile completed the eighth grade and will be attending Shrine Catholic
High School.

Kehlil McGinnis

Mark La Mar graduated from Burton International and will be going to Cass Tech for
computer science.
Walter La Mar IV graduated from Cass Tech High School and will be attending the
University of Michigan Ann Arbor for Engineering.
Maya Lang graduated from Voyageur High School.
Kehlil McGinnis was promoted to 9th grade from University Prep Science and Math
Middle School.
Dwight M. Pryor II finished 8th grade with Honors at U of D Jesuit Academy and
was promoted to the 9th grade at U of D Jesuit High School.

Dwight M. Pryor II

Porter A. Willis graduated from Loyola High School in Detroit. He will be attending
Wayne State University, majoring in graphic design.
Micah Wimberley graduated from 8th grade at Detroit Enterprise Academy. He will
begin 9th grade at University of Detroit Jesuit High School.

Micah Wimberley

Maya Lang

Walter La Mar IV

Porter A. Willis

Detroit Free Press Marathon Comes through the Boston-Edison Historic
District and We Impress!!
Written by Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis, Membership Committee Vice-Chair
Amid all that has been challenging us,
altering our lives and down-right
consuming us all throughout 2021, a ray
of sun, cheering, clapping and even
some dancing happened in the streets of
Boston-Edison. The 44th annual Detroit
Free Press Marathon was run through
our streets!
For only the third time in the event's modern history, the marathon and half marathon races
did not cross into Canada, but instead followed new routes through the city of Detroit. Some
of the runners expressed the benefit of the all-Detroit marathon route as “slightly easier and
faster than the regular course, which requires an elevation climb up the Ambassador Bridge
and later a mile run in the warm air of the tunnel.”
In addition to the comparatively easier run, many of the runners expressed enthusiasm and
were impressed with the sight of the beautiful homes, architectural structures,
well-manicured streets, and lawns of the Boston-Edison community. They were even more
impressed to see on-lookers and supporters line the streets to welcome them with
thunderous cheers, shouts of motivation, large signs of encouragement, and music.
As runners turned the corner at the intersection of W. Boston Blvd. and Lasalle Blvd., they
were met with a resident’s beeping car horn and chanting, “you’re doing great; keep going!”
The runners returned the cheers and claps as they passed at varying speeds. Some runners
asked, “what community is this?” Residents responded with pride “this is Boston-Edison,
welcome to our neighborhood,” and continued to cheer them on.
A longtime Boston-Edison resident, Carl Hollier aka “DJ Invisible,” set up his turntables and
equipment to play upbeat exciting music as the runners approached W. Chicago Blvd. and
Second Ave. They were surprised and excited and many seemed to make a few moves as
they ran. Shortly after passing what seemed to be an outside music club, they could hear the
sounds of a saxophone playing instrumental versions of some jazz and contemporary R&B
songs. There were more cheers, chants, and a bullhorn used by an organizer, encouraging
the runners on their valiant journey toward the finish line many miles away.
This was a very exciting affair where neighbors were able to show the Boston-Edison spirit
and love through encouragement and support of the runners as they galloped through our
beautiful neighborhood. This opportunity could not have been as successful without the help
of every resident that sacrificed the warmth and comfort of their cozy beds to come out and
cheer on the Detroit Free Press Marathon runners. A special acknowledgement and “Thank
You” is due to our resident Rebecca (Becky) Hannon, who inspired the Boston-Edison
community to fully engage in this momentous event and show our community support.

47th Annual Holiday Home Tour
Written by Deniera Davis, Holliday Home Tour Chair
A WORLD OF THANKS to everyone who supported the 2021 Virtual Historic Boston-Edison
Holiday Home Tour! We extend our sincere appreciation to the homeowners and dedicated
volunteers who support this event and ensure its success. We could not have done it without
you!
Our Homeowners:

Cherilyn and Conrad Goolsby | Rebecca & Eugenio Martin
Hunter Haynie & Danny Vowell | Megan & Dan Royal
Tameka & Pierre Haden
ime
Thank you to the following people, who we are indebted to for their contributions and time
committed to this endeavor:
• Executive Producer: Historic Boston-Edison Association, Dianne Bostic Robinson,
President
• Producers/Holiday Home Tour Committee: Deniera Davis, Katherine Allen,
Cassi Meitl, Michelle May, Gaye Butler
• Written and Directed by: Michelle May
• Hosts: Steve St. Germain, Michelle May
• Cinematographer: Desmond Love
• Graphics & Program Design by: Greg Sikora Designs
• Home Architecture and History Research: Andrew Moskalik
• Webmaster: Steve St. Germain
• Tour Sponsor: Robinson Realty and Management Group, The Pryor’s, Anonymous
• House Sponsor: Law Offices of Charlene Glover-Hogan
• Decorating Neighborhood Entry Sign & Lamp Post: Anita Gary, Gaye Butler,
Deniera Davis, P. Haden & Crew

Holiday Home Tour Virtual Gala Experience a Big Success
Written by Patricia Pickett
On December 11, 2021, HBEA rolled out the red carpet for guests at our first virtual Holiday
Home Tour Preview Gala. It is fair to say, the gala committee pulled out all the stops to
ensure it was the ultimate virtual event of the holiday season!
The Experience

Patrons enjoyed an elegant custom-crafted charcuterie or succulent dinner with French wine
prepared by the Detroit area’s culinary arts specialists Chef Bryan Young and Chef John
Arnold of Chef to Table, delivered to their door in a complimentary Boston-Edison signature
insulated bag; a special pre-program with virtual musical entertainment by the Vision Male
Ensemble from the Detroit School of Arts, Eliot Heaton, violinist and concertmaster of the
Michigan Opera Theatre Orchestra, and Thornetta Davis, Detroit's "Queen of the Blues"
followed by the main attraction, a first look at the Holiday Home Tour before the general
public!
Our neighbors, Mary Zatina and Byron Osbern, set a festive and familiar Boston-Edison tone
as hosts of the evening’s premier. The neighborhood buzz is that the duo was a sensation,
exceeded their goals and received widespread acclaim. Michelle May, Patricia Pickett, and
Dianne Bostic Robinson orchestrated this annual event with specific elements of traditional
Holiday Home Tour Preview Galas past. A very special thank you to talented neighbor Carl
Hollier, videographer, and editor, who captured the spirit of the season with his special
effects including the use of a drone for filming of the pre-program.
The Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors and Boston-Edison residents are
immensely proud to declare our very first virtual gala experience a great success, viewed by
many loyal patrons whose feedback has been very positive and nothing short of amazing.

VIRTUAL GALA
SPONSORS
We are extremely grateful to
our generous individual and
group donors who helped
make the event possible:
Gala Diamond Presenting
Sponsor | $1,000
Anonymous
Gala Emerald Sponsor | $550
Jonathan Kinloch
Gala Student Musician
Sponsor | $250+
Patricia & Leonard Pickett
Gala Patron Sponsors | $100+
Ekundayo Ojumu
Fred & Dianne Bostic
Robinson
Kelly Green
Therese Agboh
Chicago Lodgers Block Club
Longfellow Block Club
(Woodward to Second)
"Longfellas"
Gala Donor
Christine Davis

Beautification and Public Safety Committee
Written by Pierre Haden
Alley Sinkhole Repairs

Your HBEA Public Safety Committee will be working with the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department in 2022 to address all alley sinkholes within HBED. We need all residents to send
pictures of any sinkholes behind their home along with their contact information. We will also
need to know where the sinkhole is located in the alley. Use the addresses east and west of the
sinkhole for accurate location.
Home Violations

WE NEED YOU...
TO WRITE FOR US!
Do you like the articles you
are reading in this
newsletter? Well they don’t
write themselves!
The Public Relations
committee is looking for folks
who like to write and have
some neighborhood stories
to tell.

The HBEA Public Safety Committee will start compiling data on all homes that have not been
maintained up to proper safety code by homeowners within the HBEA. We will petition the
city of Detroit Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental Department to assist these
homeowners by bringing their property up to code. We will need your help in identifying
these homes. Please send pictures and information of any blighted home you have knowledge
of that is located within Boston-Edison.
2022 Alley Cleanup

The HBEA Public Safety Committee will partner with our Beautification Committee on a
resident and block club monthly alley cleanout for 2022. Our goal is to address all the alleys
within the HBED that have not been cleaned in the previous years. We are looking for
volunteers and assistance.
Please send all information to phaden@historicbostonedison.org

We need youth writers and
artists to showcase their
writing and artistic creativity
as well.
If you are interested in being
a writer for future issues of
the HBEA newlsetter, please
send us an email letting us
know you would like to help!
PR@historicbostonedison.org

Summer Safety Tips
Written by: Ricardo R. Moore - Police Commissioner, Detroit Police Department
As a proud member of the Boston-Edison Historic District, I share with you Summer Safety
Tips to pass along:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Drink water
Visit elderly people who live alone
While vacationing, have mail and newspaper deliveries stopped
Ladies: have a used pair of men's work boots on your porch
Call your local police department and have your home placed on special attention
Place an alarm company sign in the front yard
Surveillance cameras are helpful on the home
Cut shrubs, trees and grass on a regular basis
Introduce yourself to neighbors and tell them what you want them to know (i.e. my
nephew is a police commissioner)
10) Have your lighting/sprinkler system on a timer
Contined on next page...

Architect and Neighbor: Making his mark on Boston-Edison and Detroit
Nathan Johnson | April 9, 1925 - November 5, 2021
November marked the passing of acclaimed architect
Nathan Johnson, a long-time resident of Boston-Edison from
1969 to 2006.
Nathan Johnson was born in 1925 and grew up in Kansas.
He showed an artistic bent at a young age, and was much
influenced by architect Paul Revere Williams, the first
licensed African American architect west of the Mississippi.
After a stint in the Navy, Johnson attended Kansas State
University, graduating with a degree in architecture in 1950.
He was unable to find work at the large white architectural
firms in Kansas, so he moved to Detroit to take a position
with Don White, who was the first Black registered architect in the state of Michigan.
Johnson opened his own firm in 1956, with an emphasis on designing churches, the most
notable being his addition to the Second Baptist Church in Greektown (1967) and the
swooping futuristic Bethel AME Church, Tower, and Townhouse on St. Antoine (1976).
Johnson became the Detroit Board of Education’s first appointed African American architect
in 1965. His other works included the University Towers apartment building, Eastland
Shopping Center, Shed 5 at Eastern Market, People Mover stations, and many others that can
be seen all over metro Detroit.

SOME JOHNSON
PROJECTS

Shed 5 - Eastern Market

961 W. Boston Blvd.

In 1962, restaurateur Stanley Hong commissioned Johnson to design a family home in
Boston-Edison at 961 West Boston Boulevard (the corner of West Boston and Hamilton).
Nathan Johnson and his family lived on the opposite end of the same block, at 803 West
Boston.
In 1969, Hong commissioned Johnson to design what was probably his most recognizable
work: the "Googie-style" Stanley’s Mannia Cafe on Baltimore. The flamboyant building is
made of a series of cast arches on two sides, creating an undulating roofline. At the corner
entryway, the building’s roof swoops upward to create an exclamatory tower marking the
restaurant’s location. Although sadly vacant now, plans are underway to rehab the building
into a performing arts venue.

249 East Baltimore
Stanley Hong’s Mannia Café

Nathan Johnson retired in 2000, received the American Institute of Architects Detroit Gold
Medal in 2018, and passed away in late 2021. Charles Johnson, son of Nathan, passed away a
few days before his father.
Additional architectual information on Johnson can be found at
www.historicdetroit.org/architects/nathan-johnson

Summer Safety Tips Continued...

11) Fireworks are dangerous
12) Basketball hoops and illegally opened fire hydrants should be reported immediately
13) Squatting is illegal, call the police
14) Don't get directly involved in police matters...be a good witness instead
15) Break down boxes fom expensive purchases and put in trash/recycling cans
16) Get a shredder for old paperwork to reduce identity theft
17) Change up your travel pattern, times of departure and arrival times
18) Stop telling people all of your business
19) Don't volunteer information over the telephone
20) Don't leave items you care about to be kept in open view for all to see

If you have any questions, please call me direct at (313)215-0398.

441 Monroe St.

5050 St. Antoine

Voigt Park Block Club Fall Social Event
Written by James Hamilton
The fall social event for the Voigt Park Block Club was a
historic houses walk around Voigt Park. Twenty
members and some dogs enjoyed a sunny day in the
park.
Five houses were featured during the walk. The first
was the Tudor Revival house of the Couzens family (610
Longfellow). James Couzens was an original
shareholder in Ford Motor Company and built his
house on the opposite corner of Voigt Park from Mr.
Ford. Both James and his son Frank served as Mayors of
Detroit. James Couzens also was a U.S. Senator.
The walk proceeded along Longfellow to the oldest
house on Voigt Park (680 Longfellow), built in 1906. The
owners, Ray and Christine Lozano, spoke about the
house and living there. The house has a gambrel roof,
which is not common in Boston-Edison

A PARK WITH A B-E
CONNECTION
Near the neighborhood is the
Sidney Barthwell, Sr.
Memorial Park located at the
junction of Fullerton and 14th
Streets, honoring one of
Boston-Edison's past
residents.

Lawrence Foster hosted the walkers in front of the
well-known Italian villa style house at 738 Longfellow.
He informed them that this anomalous house design in
Boston-Edison was inspired by the original owners
traveling in Italy.
Next was the Prairie style house (758 Longfellow) of Jim
and Cleo Hamilton. They pointed out the Prairie
features that define the house. Many houses around
Voigt Park also have Prairie elements in their design.
The Hamilton’s are the fourth owners and have lived in
the house longer than any other owner.
The walking tour ended at the home of Keith Zendler
(671 Edison). He talked about the design of the house
and important previous owners. Like many houses in
Boston-Edison, the architecture is an eclectic assembly
of elements of different styles.
Keith then hosted a social hour in his backyard. As they
say, “a good time was had by all!”

NEIGHBOR NEWS
Gone But Not Forgotten
• Mary Walton May | We announce the passing of Mary Walton May, resident of West Boston
Blvd. since 1952. She is the mother of Michelle May, Leon Dale May, and Dr. Angela May,
who still reside in their family home. Ms. Walton May was a concert pianist, educator,
composer, and mentor to many. She is greatly missed.
• Nathan Johnson | November 2021 marked the passing of acclaimed architect Nathan
Johnson, a long-time resident of Boston-Edison from 1969 to 2006. You can read about his
accomplisments and architectural influence on the neighborhood on page 9.

News to share?
Has a baby been born?
Did you get engaged
or married?

• Murlisa P. Lockett | It is with deep sadness we share the passing of Murlisa P. Lockett, the
quiet neighbor with the big heart. It was noted by her former employer, Henry Ford Health
System, that she played a key role within the Office of Community Health, Equity, Wellness
and Diversity as a tireless advocate for the health and well-being of our community. Murlisa
was loved by all. She was deeply connected to her work, community partners, and her
coworkers, whom she treated like family. Friends and colleagues alike shared that Murlisa
always showed up for them, whenever they needed her. Even during challenging times, she
was able to be a “bright light”, inspiring others by living fully, joyfully and with purpose.
Murlisa was as funny as she was kind, with a zest for life. She will be terribly missed by all
who knew her. Our hearts go out to Murlisa’s husband Ricki Sr. and their children.
• Vivian D. McLaughlin | McLaughlin passed away in January 2022 at the age of 105. She was
born in 1916 in Golconda, Illinois and moved to Detroit in 1926. In 1943 she married Edward
J. McLaughlin; the couple owned two cleaning businesses and a photography studio at Grand
River and Joy. Vivian and Edward photographed many of Michigan’s most important
residents and visitors, including Eleanor Roosevelt; their photographs appeared in many local
and national publications. Vivian, along with other members of the Flicker Camera Club,
filmed Detroit’s 1963 “Walk to Freedom'' march led by the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., where
King delivered an early version of his “I Have A Dream” speech. McLaughlin lived on
Atkinson Street from 1949 until her death.

Did you just move in and
want to introduce yourself?
Did you or a family
member do something
awesome?

LET US KNOW!
We’re looking for news
from you to share with
your neighbors!
Send an email to
newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

Historic Boston-Edison Association Board of Directors | 2021-2022 Directory
Zone A | Woodward-Hamilton

Zone B | Hamilton-Rosa Parks (12th)

Zone C | Rosa Parks (12th)-Linwood

W. Boston Boulevard
Ekundayo Ojumu

W. Boston Boulevard
Erik Hill

W. Boston Boulevard
Fatoumata Cissoko-Willis

ehill@historicbostonedison.org

fcissokowillis@historicbostonedison.org

Chicago Boulevard
Katherine Allen

Chicago Boulevard
Dianne Bostic Robinson

Chicago Boulevard
Pierre Haden

dbosticrobinson@historicbostonedison.org

phaden@historicbostonedison.org

Longfellow Street
Patricia Pickett

Longfellow Street
Vacant

Longfellow Street
Gregory Montgomery

info@historicbostonedison.org

gmontgomery@historicbostonedison.org

Edison Street
Jack Raab

Edison Street
Byron Osbern

Edison Street
Antonio Valenti

bosbern@historicbostonedison.org

avalenti@historicbostonedison.org

At-Large
Gaye Butler

At-Large
Deniera Davis

At-Large
Helen Gales

eojumu@historicbostonedison.org

kallen@historicbostonedison.org

ppickett@historicbostonedison.org

jraab@historicbostonedison.org

gbutler@historicbostonedison.org

ddavis@historicbostonedison.org

hmgales@historicbostonedison.org

President Dianne Bostic Robinson; 1st Vice President Pierre Haden; 2nd Vice President Patricia Pickett;
Secretary Deniera Davis; Treasurer Katherine Allen
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