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Dates To Remember:
MAY 25
HBEA Annual Meeting &
Elections
JUN 18

SOUNDS OF MUSIC:

Free Children’s Concert

AUG 6

SOUNDS OF MUSIC:

Summer Jazz Party

AUG 6 & 7
BOSTON-EDISON ATTIC SALE

AUG 27
ANNUAL PICNIC IN THE PARK

OCT 1
SOUNDS OF MUSIC:

Folk-Rock

2016 Historic Boston-Edison Association
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
Wednesday, May 25, 2016
Onsite voting ballots accepted between 6:30—8:00 p.m.
Candidate Speeches (for contested positions) and Financial Review begin at 7 p.m.
Light refreshments served. Great raffle prizes (must be present to win)!

Sacred Heart Major Seminary
(Linwood at Chicago Boulevard – Enter at the guard gates on Linwood)
All dues paying members are welcome and encouraged to attend. If you are not current
on your dues, you may pay at the door or with PayPal by visiting
www.historicbostonedison.org/member.shtml.
ELECTIONS PROCESS Voting will be held on May 25th at the Annual Meeting at Sacred

Heart Seminary. This year, there are five Director positions to be filled by election at the
upcoming Annual Meeting. They are:
EDISON Zone A (Between Woodward and Hamilton)
LONGFELLOW Zone A (Between Woodward and Hamilton)
CHICAGO Zone A (Between Woodward and Hamilton)
W. BOSTON Zone A (Between Woodward and Hamilton)
AT LARGE Zone A (Between Woodward and Hamilton)

Volunteers Needed:
To assist with any of our
upcoming events:
> 313.883.4360 ext 2
bostonedison@gmail.com

On behalf of the Nominating Committee of the Historic Boston-Edison Association Board
of Directors, best of luck to all interested candidates!
After submitting your ballot, please stay for our special guest speakers: Kim Tandy,
District 2 Manager and Maurice Telesford, Sherwood Forest Association President. Mr
Telesford will share his experience with the new City of Detroit Special Assessment
District (SAD). Sherwood Forest was one of a handful of neighborhoods to be part of this
first SAD cohort. He will describe the process and explain details regarding the creation
of these unique neighborhood service agreements.

From the HBEA President
Your vote counts

at the upcoming Annual
Membership Meeting &
Board of Directors Election
on May 25, 2016.
If you cannot attend the
meeting and there is more
than one candidate running
for a position, then an
absentee ballot will be
created and made available
to dues paying members
upon request. Leave a
message on the hotline (313)
883-4360 *mailbox 2 or visit
our website after May 16th
where we will also post the
slate of candidates –
www.historicbostonedison.org

It’s May and finally the
flowers are blooming, the
birds are chirping and
Boston-Edison is embracing spring with its
beauty and opportunities to connect. As we
witness the seasonal transition, we see that
there is much happening in our great
neighborhood.
As you will read in this newsletter, the
Historic Boston-Edison Association Annual
Meeting is on the horizon. Committees are
planning neighborhood cleanups, ice cream
socials and happy hours are already
scheduled to help us all get out of the house
and spend time together.
If that isn’t enough, there is a new Zumba
class that has a strong contingent of BostonEdison neighbors getting fit to the highenergy Zumba beat.

Debbie Baldwin

coming together in diverse ways to keep
our neighborhood strong and growing.
These activities are because of YOU.
HBEA Board Members hear your
suggestions and ideas and the Board is
working hard to plan activities that offer
more ways for all Boston-Edison
neighbors to enjoy the best that this
neighborhood and the City of Detroit
have to offer. On that note, I would
encourage you to continue to support
HBEA by renewing, or beginning to
contribute, $40 for dues.
As you embrace the spring and the
coming summer months, I challenge
you, your family and your neighbors to
participate in all the activities that make
our neighborhood one of the strongest
and best anywhere!

It is all exciting, especially as we see more
homes sell and new neighbors move in. Our
neighborhood is alive and our neighbors are
WHAT’S HAPPENING ON YOUR BLOCK? Email: newsletter@historicbostonedison.org

BEAUTIFICATION
COMMITTEE

Get Ready for Motor City Makeover
Calling all Block Clubs and Neighbors!
Come out on May 14th from 9am to Noon
to sweep curbs and tidy up your portion of
the alley, vacant homes, green spaces, etc.
Our clean up is taking place in conjunction
with Motor City Makeover.
We are hoping to receive gloves and waste
bags from the City to help with our efforts,
but just in case, bring what you have. Either
way we will be leading the charge to clean
up our Boston-Edison neighborhood.
Come out and join us! You are invited to do
your part, and as a bonus to a cleaner
neighborhood, it promises to be a good
time! So shake off the cobwebs and
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reintroduce yourself to your neighbors
after the long winter season.
During the cleanup, the Membership
and Beautification committees will
be roaming through the neighborhood
distributing refreshments (while they
last). Members will be available
to answer any questions.
Looking forward to cleaning alongside of
you!
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Upcoming Membership Events
HAPPY HOUR
Join your neighbors for Happy Hour on Thursday, May 19th from
6pm - 9pm at Northern Lights Lounge, 660 W Baltimore Street.
Pending weather, we'll be outside on their great patio!

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

HBEA Happy Hours are held every other month and are a great
opportunity to connect with neighbors in a fun local venue, hosted by the Membership
Committee. Dues will accepted at this event if you'd like to bring your checkbook and save
the time of paying at the Annual Meeting. It’s not too early to mark your calendar now for
the July 21st Happy Hour too!
Do you know of a great local venue you'd love to share? Email us at
membership@historicbostonedison.org and we'll look into it! Do you have other
programming ideas? Let us know, we'd love to hear from you on that as well! Email us or
call Michael at (313) 236-0433 with your ideas. We need your help to make it happen!

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Come out to Voigt Park on Sunday, July 17th, for the Second Annual Membership Ice
Cream Social! Sundae scooping starts at 6pm. This is a fun-for-all-ages event. Come out
and enjoy the park with all your neighbors. Stayed tuned for more details.

TIGERS GROUP OUTING
Take me out to the ball game...with my neighbors? We're looking to see if members would
be interested in group tickets to a Detroit Tigers home game this summer. If you are
interested, email Michael at mmowers@historicbostonedison.org to share your support for
this idea!

Well, what can we say...it was adorable!

The youngest neighbors of Boston-Edison gathered for an Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 26th, in Voigt Park. While the
sunshine declined the event and the grounds were a bit damp,
the weather was manageable, and the smiles on the children’s
faces warmed up the park! Even parents (and grandparents)
couldn’t help but laugh and join the fun, as the little ones
searched the Park for over 100 eggs, leaving no stone unturned.
All in attendance enjoyed the event, the interaction and greetings
with fellow neighbors, and of course, best of all, being there with
the children, watching the fun of kids being kids. We thank all
who attended, and we hope to see you again next year!

`
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Successful HBEA Spring General Meeting
Thank you to all who attended the March
Spring General Meeting! We enjoyed a full
house, as neighbors packed Sacred Heart
Seminary to listen to a loaded agenda,
including information on garbage pick up
and recycling, an expert panel on the
recently defeated historic bill proposed
legislation, and officers from the 10th
Precinct of our Detroit Police Department.
Finally, neighbors received information
regarding upcoming HBEA events and
committee initiatives, and a few lucky
neighbors went home with raffle prizes,
including a grand prize winning $100
Home Depot gift card.

Feedback from this meeting has been
overwhelmingly positive, and this
meeting was one of the most well
attended neighborhood meetings in
years. We plan to continue the
momentum with our upcoming
activities, including the May Annual
Meeting on the 25th. Please join us in
this exciting time, and as always, please
feel free to reach out to us if you are
interested in volunteering for any
events. We look forward to seeing you!

Photo credit: Joman Allen

Recap—Home Preservation Fair 2016
The weather was, of course, “Michigan
Variable” but the gymnasium at the Sacred
Heart Minor Seminar was the perfect site
for this year’s fair. Vendors with expertise
in the care and maintenance of historic
properties attracted an eager crowd from
around the metro region. From general
contractors to vendors with specific
specialties, like “steam system consultant”
and “decorative iron” and “restoring
leaded and stained glass” were on hand to
answer questions and do business. Several
vendors commented that “business was
really good today and we’d like to come
back.”
This Fair did not come together on its own.
Jim Hamilton recruited vendors the oldfashioned way—he spoke with them on the
telephone. Mike Morgan handled the
logistics. They were joined by HBEA-
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member volunteers Marilyn Mitchell,
Chris Schim, and Dianne Bostic
Robinson. Cool touches, like the trendy
gift bags, were donated by Will Leather
Goods and Slows To Go, both Midtown
businesses.
Jamie Craig, of Renaissance
Restorations provided two cash door
prizes. Larry Dusing, of Dusing
Security & Surveillance provided a
wireless driveway alarm. Supreme
Heating & Cooling provided a
programmable thermostat. In addition,
two attendees walked off with a pack
of lawn and leaf bags in tow.
Many thanks to all who helped out.
We even got some re-tweets and shares
on social media!
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Sounds of Music House Concert Series Underway!
The sixth annual “Sounds of Music” series kicked off with a classical concert on May 7
featuring The Bridge Trio. The trio included Velda Kelly on violin, violinist and conductor
John McLaughlin Williams, and violist Romona Merritt.
Coming up next is our very popular summer jazz party on August 6 featuring the jazz/
gospel sounds of the Zamar Jazz Band. We will close out the series on October 1 with the
folk rock sounds of the award-winning singer/songwriter, Jill Jack.
We will also continue our tradition of having a Young People’s Concert, sponsored by the
Robinson Realty and Management Group, showcasing some of the top young talent in the
area. The high-energy performance of the Detroit Youth Concert Choir will inspire the
audience with their expert interpretations of various styles of music. Tickets to the
Children’s Concert are FREE! The Children’s Concert is June 18th from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. at Community Social Services, located at 9851 Hamilton (between Glynn and West
Boston) with light snacks served.
Tickets are $45 per concert. The August and October concerts start at 7:30 p.m. Home
addresses will be provided with ticket purchase. For complete information about the
concert series, including the artists’ biographies, advertising/sponsorship contract and for
purchasing tickets, visit historicbostonedison.org/calendar/concert.shtml

Chicago Lodgers Block Club Hosts District Manager
The Chicago Lodgers Block Club held a meeting on March 24. We welcomed District
Manager Vince Keenen and Deputy Manager Erinn Harris as our guests. They gave
neighbors an excellent presentation on issues of importance to Boston-Edison. Block club
members appreciated that they stayed for quite some time and asked many questions that
both managers took the time to answer.
After hearing about the text message security alert system, using “GROUPME,” that is
used in other neighborhoods such as Cork Town, the block club decided to experiment
with this system.
The results from this experiment will be shared with the Security Committee. The block is
in especially interested after witnessing a recent rash of garage break-ins.
Also, the block club agreed to support the HBEA beautification cleanup partnership with
Motor City Makeover, especially with cleaning the alleys. Remaining activities planned
for year include a progressive dinner, a block party and a Halloween party. The block
club is planning months ahead!

B-E Trivia: He
was born in 1895,
the grandson of a
confectioner. His
grandfather founded a
business selling candy, fudge
toppings, baked goods, and
light lunches from his ice
cream shop, building it into a
Metro Detroit institution. The
grandson went into the family
business, succeeding his
uncle as the president of the
company in 1954. He lived at
1937 W. Boston Boulevard in
the late 1920s and early
1930s. The company bearing
his and his grandfather's
name still exists.
Who was he? (Answer on p. 6)

`
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HBEA Picnic Date Announced! Volunteers Needed!
The HBEA Annual “Picnic in the Park” will be Saturday, August 27th, from 2:00pm—
6:00pm. This family fun event will be held in Voigt Park. Please put this date on your
calendar, and know that we promise warm and sunny weather, with the change of the picnic
from September to August.
Don’t have time to come to attend committee meetings? That’s OK. There is a place for
everyone to help. If you don’t have time to attend meetings, but can volunteer to help set up
or clean up, help serve food, help supervise the many activities that will be planned, help
shop and/or help obtain donations, then we need you!
We have some new ideas and would love to hear yours. Contact: Dianne Bostic Robinson,
robin664@yahoo.com, (313) 477-0264 or Karen Seaman, kseaman@historicbostonedison.org.

Zumba comes to Boston-Edison
For those of you who have not heard, there is now a Zumba fitness class in the area. What is
Zumba? Zumba is a dance fitness program created by Colombian dancer and
choreographer Alberto "Beto" Perez during the 1990s. Zumba involves dance and aerobic
movements performed to energetic music. The choreography incorporates hip-hop, soca,
samba, salsa, merengue and mambo. Squats and lunges are also included.
Classes are every Thursday at the Considine Recreation Center, 8904 Woodward Ave.
Doors open at 6:30pm and the party starts at 7pm. Cost is $7 per session. The first class on
April 7th, was attended by 36 neighbors, who danced to a Latin / hip hop beats for an hour.
Fun meets fitness, as we dance our way to better health and get to meet more neighbors.
Our instructors, Ivy and Ebony, keep the workouts fun and energetic. Bring a friend or two
and join us! All fitness levels are welcome.

A Benefit for Detroit Little Libraries
In 2009, Todd Bol built the first little library in Hudson, Wisconsin. He built a small model
of a one-room schoolhouse and filled it with books in honor of his mother, who was a
schoolteacher. The idea was "take-a-book, leave-a-book" and it caught like wildfire. Today,
there are over more than 35,000 "Little Libraries" in the United States, Canada and 70 other
countries in the world, helping to promote literacy and the love of books. In Detroit, the
movement has taken hold and the Detroit Little Libraries organization hopes to place 313
(in honor of our area code) of the little libraries across our great city. The organization is
half-way to that goal, including already placing a little library in Boston-Edison, on Edison
across from Voigt Park near Second Ave.
On Thursday, June 9, 2016 from 5:30pm to 9:00pm, there will be a benefit to reach that 313
goal at the Tangent Gallery/Hastings Street Ballroom, 715 E Milwaukee St, Detroit. Tickets
are $25. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit www.detroitlittlelibraries.org.

G OT

SPRING FEVER FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS ? D O IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME !
H ISTORIC D ISTRICT C OMMISSION

HDC must pre-approve exterior work as historically appropriate. www.historicbostonedison.org/pres5.shtml
HDC staff can advise on appropriateness and help with pre-approval. Contact them early when planning.
Jennifer Ross | (313) 224-8907 | Rossj@detroitmi.gov; Audra Dye | (313) 224-6543 | DyeA@detroitmi.gov
Ask HBEA for help: zoning@historicbostonedison.org or (313) 883-4360*4.
Trivia Answer: Frederick W. Sanders
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Historic Boston-Edison Association
Membership and Gilded Giving Donation Form
Instructions:
Complete the Membership Questions and Household Membership Dues and Gilding Giving form below. All
information provided will help HBEA better serve the community. Please print legibly.
Please tell us about your household:
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Email(s):___________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: (______) ________-_____________ Cell Phone: (______) ________-_____________
Household Size (include yourself): ____________

Number of children under 18? ________

May we contact you about getting involved with HBEA?

□ Yes

To keep updated on HBEA activities, do you prefer (rank 1, 2, 3): ___ Email ___ Website ___ Print Newsletter
HBEA Household Membership Dues and Gilded Giving
Current year: May 1, 2016 to April 30, 2017

$

40.00

Forgot to pay dues last year? You can include it here! ($40.00)
$
Be a Gilded Giver! (see below) ☐Check here for your Gilded Giving donation to be anonymous.
$
Total Enclosed $
RETURN ABOVE PORTION WITH PAYMENT

Please make checks payable to Historic Boston-Edison Association and mail using the enclosed envelope. You may also
bring this form and payment to the Annual Meeting on May 25th or pay online historicbostonedison.org/member.shtml.

Have you considered becoming a Gilded Giver?
While membership dues are vital to the health of
our neighborhood, much more can be done to
beautify and maintain Boston-Edison. Gilded Giver
donations help to improve and enhance the quality
of life in Boston-Edison for existing residents and
attract new residents that value the historic beauty
and sense of community in our neighborhood.
You can join the HBEA Gilded Givers by making a
donation of $10 or more in addition to the $40
annual membership dues. Please consider giving.

Gilded Giving donation levels include:
QUEEN ANNE
ITALIANATE
TUDOR
COLONIAL
PRAIRIE

$200 or more
$150 to $199
$100 to $149
$ 50 to $99
$ 10 to $49

(Note: Gilded Giving donation levels do not include $40
current year contribution, but are in addition to.)

Historic Boston-Edison Association is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization.
Donations are fully tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

Historic Boston-Edison Association
Membership and Gilded Giving Donation Form

About the Historic Boston-Edison Neighborhood Association
The history of Boston-Edison, its architecture, and the sense of community that we have all grown to love is
unmatched by other Detroit neighborhoods. While these features make Boston-Edison special, the most
important feature of this neighborhood is you, our residents. The Historic Boston-Edison Association works to
maintain and strengthen the fabric of our neighborhood by connecting you to your neighbors, keeping you
informed about issues that impact Boston-Edison, and organizing events that draw new residents and help
improve the health of our neighborhood.
While the Historic Boston-Edison Association is doing wonderful work to keep our neighborhood connected and
beautiful, the Association is dependent on your participation and support.
By joining the Association, you are supporting organization of the annual Holiday Home Tour, The Sounds of Music
House Concert Series, Picnic in the Park and other events that bring neighbors together. You are making the
publication of the Historic Boston-Edison Newsletter possible and keeping Security a priority. Perhaps most
importantly, you are ensuring that you have a voice in the direction of our neighborhood and the Association has
the resources it needs to continue to advocate on behalf of the interests of Boston-Edison residents. Our HBEA
Board of Directors is elected by the Association members.
Help us preserve what makes this neighborhood a great place to live.
Join the Historic Boston-Edison Association today!
If you are unable to make a contribution at this time but would like to be included on our email updates, please
complete and return this form. We may contact you in the future about becoming an active member.

