HOLIDAYS HAVE
ARRIVED IN
BOSTON EDISON!
Be Part Of The 44th Annual Holiday
Home Tour And Preview Party
NOVEMBER 2018
Dates to Remember:
DECEMBER 8
Red Carpet Affair at the
Motown Mansion
DECEMBER 9
44th Annual Holiday
Home Tour
JANUARY 17
HBEA Happy Hour

Visit historicbostonedison.org
for additional event details!

44th Annual Holiday Home Tour & Red Carpet Affair at the Motown
Mansion Preview Party
The Holiday Home Tour is scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 9 from 9:40 a.m. to 4 p.m.; the Red
Carpet Affair at the Motown Mansion Preview Party is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 8 from 5
p.m. to 12 a.m.. Tickets went on sale to the general public on November 12 – and the Holiday
Home Tour sold out in just over two hours! Tickets are still available for the Preview Party! The
Holiday Home Tour and Preview Party are HBEA’s largest fundraiser, bringing in over half of
the annual income that helps pay for things like this newsletter and our other programming.
Make the Season Bright
As we clean-up outside and prepare for cold weather, you may want to make a plan for your
holiday decorations to be up by December 8. Our Holiday Home Tour brings almost a
thousand guests to our neighborhood (and hopefully some potential home buyers) and we
would love to greet them with our Boston-Edison holiday spirit!
Share Your Cheer
Our Holiday Home Tour weekend requires a ton of volunteers as docents, tour guides, cookie
bakers, reception volunteers, check-in folks and more. If you can volunteer please visit
historicbostonedison.org/hht and click on the Volunteer link to submit the form, or email
hht@historicbostonedison.org or leave a voicemail on our hotline.
From the “Cookie Monster”
The Boston-Edison Holiday Home Tour is famous for its cozy reception at Sacred Heart Major
Seminary. Cleo Hamilton, “The Cookie Monster,” will be coordinating the efforts once again.
Home-baked items such as cookies, sliced tasty breads, small cupcakes, brownies, and the like
are very desirable. Too busy to bake? Purchase baked goods are always welcomed! We also
accept monetary donations which will be used to purchase on your behalf.
If you plan to bake or have questions, please reach out to Cleo by calling (313) 865-6306 or email
james.hamilton@wayne.edu. Cookies and baked goods can be dropped off Saturday, Dec. 8 at
758 Longfellow St. or Sunday, Dec. 9 at Sacred Heart Major Seminary.
Donations can be dropped off at the same address, or made online here: https://goo.gl/tRJh6Y

Grateful To Show Off Beauty Of Homes And Neighborhood
“Feeling grateful or appreciative of someone or something in your life actually attracts more of the
things that you appreciate and value into your life.” — Christiane Northrup
Gratitude has been going through my mind as a basis for writing this article. I have
been grateful for the opportunity to share our neighborhood with over 9,000 people
who will have visited the Junior League of Detroit Designers’ Show House at the Charles T.
Fisher Mansion on West Boston Blvd. Many visitors to the neighborhood said, “I never knew
this neighborhood existed.” Others said their parents or grandparents grew up on such and
such street. A few said they would like to move into the neighborhood.

Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

As part of Crain’s Detroit Business “Detroit Homecoming,” the Show House served as the
site for one of the “house parties” for expats invited back to Detroit to re-engage with and
consider investing in the community. Some Boston-Edison neighbors were invited to share
information about our neighborhood, and why they moved here. I was grateful that we were
asked to participate and highlight what makes our neighborhood so wonderful.
Also, I am grateful that we have been highlighted in Aspire Design and Home, a nationally
renowned magazine. Visibility there provides an opportunity to share our neighborhood
with the rest of the country, and especially those who enjoy beautiful homes and fine living.

Mission Statement
The mission of the Historic
Boston-Edison Association is
to protect the historic
character and values of our
homes by:
• Offering programs that
support safety and
community beautification;
• Hosting events that
encourage a greater
community bond among
neighbors; and,
• Promoting culture and
civic engagement for
residents that live within
the District and beyond.
Vision Statement
Our vision for the
Boston-Edison District is that it
remain a historic community
that is beautiful, inclusive, and
safe for neighbors and visitors.

This December I am grateful we will again be sharing our neighborhood with the hundreds
of guests who will be visiting during our Holiday Home Tour and Preview Party. This is our
annual opportunity to highlight the beauty of our great neighborhood and invite visitors into
our homes. They enjoy interacting with our homeowners, tour guides and docents, and of
course eating our tasty cookies. As you may have heard, the event sold out in just two hours.
Most of all, I am grateful for each and every one of you. Our visitors will come and go, but
each of you will remain here, because the Boston-Edison Historic District is your home. You
love it, you preserve it, and you make memories here for all our families.
Your Servant Leader,
Dianne Bostic Robinson
HBEA President

Our Beautification Committee Working To Keep Us Looking Good
The HBEA Beautification Committee has been diligent and persistent with activities and
ideas that enchance the ambiance of our beautiful neighborhood.
In recent months, the fruits of that labor have resulted in participation in the Motor City
Makeover in which volunteers cleaned debris from the Lodge entry/exits and removed
debris and mowed vacant lots on Woodward,
Linwood and the Lodge service drive.
The efforts of the neighborhood banner project are
visible as we now have banners installed on the
Woodward and Linwood gateways. The next phase
will be to place banners at other major entryways.
Also, the committee has worked to keep
Boston-Edison looking good with spring, summer
and fall plantings in designated flower beds.
The committee welcomes enthusiastic volunteers as
we endeavor to decorate our historic lamp posts for
the holidays.

Oktoberfest Toasts A Beautiful Fall Day With Neighbors And Friends
Boston-Edison held its second annual Oktoberfest celebration on Oct. 13, capping off a
beautiful fall day. Friends, family, and neighbors all came out for an evening to enjoy all the
trappings of Oktoberfest under a festively decorated outdoor beer hall tent. Whether it was
catching up with neighbors, enjoining some tasty brats and sauerkraut, relaxing with a great
Detroit Oktoberfest beer around the campfire, or playing cornhole bean bag toss with the
family, everyone had a fun time.
In addition to the festivities and revelry, prizes were awarded for best costume and best beer
stein. Whether it was helping setting up the tent, staffing the check-in, or cooking the food,
many thanks to all the volunteers who helped because without you this event would not
have been possible. Everyone agreed that this Boston-Edison tradition will return for a third
year. So, the tent will return next fall ,and you can start planning your costumes now! Prost!

To-Do List Item | Renew Your HBEA Membership!
You set your clock back an hour, the leaves are raked up and the snow shovel is out, but do
you sense that maybe you are forgetting one more thing? The truth is, you are!
You might not have renewed your Historic Boston-Edison Association Membership. The
HBEA fiscal year started on May 1. As you can see from this newsletter, we are already
busily hosting events, making improvements, and otherwise spending our budget. Your dues
help the organization to make all of this happen. Without it we would not be the strong
Association that we are.
As we reflect on all the spending we do in our lives and what we receive for it, the $40 annual
HBEA dues is an incredible value for what all the Association is able to offer neighbors.
A few extra dollars help, too! We welcome you to become a Gilded Giver by giving at least an
additional $10 as a donation above and beyond your $40 dues. These extra funds really help
us to take this organization to the next level.
So, jump on your computer (or break out the checkbook) so you can cross one more item off
your to-do list. The easiest way to renew is to go to www.historicbostonedison.org/join
where you can easily set up direct payment via your credit card, debit card, or PayPal
account and keep track of your membership status to ensure that you are always up to date.
If you'd rather send a check you can send it to the Historic Boston-Edison Association, P.O.
Box 02100, Detroit MI 48202.
If you no longer have the renewal notice mailed out in the summer you can still send a check
payable to HBEA, but make sure that your check notes your current address so that we can
apply the payment to the correct house. You can also go to our website at
www.historicbostonedison.org/donate to learn about all the details of membership and the
different Gilded Giver levels.

Edison Summer Block Party Returns after Brief Hiatus
After the reformation of the 1400-1500 Edison Street Block Club last fall neighbors have
sprung into action, both to improve the block and have fun at the same time. The annual
block party had been a long tradition, but in recent years it took a brief hiatus primarily due
to resident turnover. In 2018, it returned through leadership from residents Byron Osbern,
Gloria Walker and long-time block club President Arthur Austin.

LAST DAY FOR
YARD WASTE!
The last day for 2018 yard
waste pick up will be

Thursday, Dec. 13th
Be sure to have your yard
waste out at the curb no
later than 7:00 a.m. that
morning, otherwise you
might be missed!

On Aug. 17, children's laughs, chatter and the thump of lively music could be heard coming
from the middle of the 1400-1500 block nearly all day. The party was well attended and ran
from noon to 7 p.m. with plenty to eat for all. Neighbors from all corners of the block came
out to mix, mingle and get to know one another. Children from all over joined in and were
entertained for hours with a bounce house, music, balloon games and street basketball.
New Block Club President Byron Osbern hopes to keep the summer tradition going in 2019
and even include additional blocks. "It was great to see us out of our homes and into each
other's yards enjoying things we have in common," Osbern said. "Next year will be bigger
and better!"

You can find out when your
exact pick up days are and
even sign up for text
reminders at:

detroitmi.gov/webapp/waste-pick-schedule

Arts & Crafts Fair Adds Fresh Touch To Attic Sale
Christmas tree
pick up day!

The HBEA Arts & Crafts Fair was a welcome addition to this year’s Attic Sale. The event
provided an eclectic variety of products offered by guest vendors, as well as those offered by
our very own neighbors including Linda Almond, soaps and candles; Patricia Duff, heritage
art; Zene’ Gibson, African art; and Kimberly Howard, concessions.

Christmas trees will be
picked up by the city on

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and patronized our vendors.

Thursday, Jan. 10th

The Arts & Crafts Fair drew many shoppers. Look for it again during next year’s Attic Sale!

Please be sure to remove
all tree bags, ornaments,
tinsel, and stands!

Picnic In The Park Returns
On Aug. 25, the Historic Boston-Edison Association hosted its popular annual "Picnic in the
Park" event in Voigt Park for neighbors to come together and meet with one another before
summer's end. By noon several tents were pitched to house the dozens who stopped by and
joined in the festivities. Dogs dressed in costume (and some just to observe) also arrived
promptly for the pooch parade and doggy awards.
Entertainment throughout the afternoon included lawn games, several raffles, a children's
magic show, and face painting, along with plenty of new neighbor introductions in
between. The catered event offered delicious fare for all, and to cap things off, a
delicious dessert contest sweetened the day.
Thank you to all of the neighbors and attendees who stopped by, and for the
hard-working volunteers helping make events such as Picnic in the Park a
success each year.

Neighbors Venture East To Celebrate Beauty And History Of Creative
Power Plant Site
As part of the Explore Detroit series, the Historic Boston Edison Association recently
ventured to the east side to Conners Creek Power Plant, the decommissioned DTE Energy
power plant on the Detroit Riverfront. The area is now home to a temporary park and
exhibition of large art sculptures created by Detroit artist Hygienic Dress League since July.
The Event Space at Conners Creek Power Plant provided a beautiful place for a celebration of
community and Detroit.
In a move to make this industrial place more accessible during the initial stages of
redevelopment and encourage creative thinking about the site’s potential, a temporary
outdoor event area was constructed to host events on the inlet canal by Boston-Edison
neighbor Cassi Meitl.
The well-lit park with picnic tables, yard games, a temporary forest of trees, and a variety of
seating, surrounded by the coal transfer buildings was a surprisingly comfortable place for
conversation, music, food and a chance to learn about the park’s creative features.
With support of HBEA, Cassi was thrilled to host over 50 adults and children from Boston
Edison for this event. Many thanks to Cassi for her hard work, and to Shanice Osbern, who
chaired the event for the Membership Committee. Even as the air chilled and the on and off
rain was mostly on, neighbors enjoyed the serenity, beauty and history of the multipurpose
space.
The Conners Creek Power Plant was built to provide additional generating capability as the
City of Detroit grew and expanded outward in the early part of the 20th century and
represents one of many opportunities for the creative redevelopment of Detroit’s industrial
structures. Construction of the original plant, known as the Seven Sisters, because of the
seven 350-feet tall identical stacks, was completed in 1921. The plant expanded in 1951 with
the section of the building that remains today and is known as the Two Brothers. The Seven
Sisters were demolished in 1996 and the Two Brothers were decommissioned in 2008.
Today, the remaining stacks still serve as a lighthouse or beacon to signal approaching
aircraft and water traffic that they are nearing downtown Detroit.

Company Is Coming
The 44th Annual Holiday Home Tour and Preview Party on December 8th and 9th and will
bring hundreds of visitors to our community. You’re invited to be a part of the “welcoming
committee” that will assist in presenting our great neighborhood at its best.
Here are some tips:
• Place Courville waste and and recycling containers behind the house and out of sight.
• Remove debris and litter from porches, sidewalks, walkways, alleys and driveways.
• Clear, sweep and clean curbs of litter.
• If possible, park vehicles off of the street and in the garage or driveway.
• Deck your home out in holiday cheer and make every block sparkle!
Let’s give them something great to talk about when they mention the Boston-Edison Historic
District in the city of Detroit!

NEIGHBOR NEWS
Celebrations!
Michael and Greg Mowers renewed their wedding
vows on Saturday, September 29th. This was their
official “big day” since they had just done a simple
courthouse wedding two years ago. The ceremony and
reception party were held at their home on W. Boston
Blvd., making the event all the more intimate and
special. Michael and Greg were very excited to be able
to share this special day with their family, friends, and
neighbors.

News to share?
Has a baby been born?
Did you get engaged
or married?
Did you just move in and
want to introduce yourself?
Did you or a family
member do something
awesome?

Saying Goodbye
Gladys L. Turner
The Historic Boston-Edison Association extends sincere condolences to Merilyn and James
Merkison for the loss of Merilyn's beloved mother, Mrs. Gladys L. Turner. Mrs. Turner's
homegoing celebration took place Sept. 18. 2018. The Merkisons are active and long-time
members of HBEA and the Longfellow Block Club between Woodward and Second.
Angela McBride
We also extend condolences to the family of Angela McBride, a long-time Chicago Blvd.
resident who passed away in early August at age 91. She and her husband, Frank, were
supporters of many of the events in the neighborhood, especially the Home Tour.

LET US KNOW!
We’re looking for news
from you to share with
your neighbors!
Send an email to
newsletter@historicbostonedison.org
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